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FOREWORD 


The Social Security Research Reports series is intended as a 
vehicle for sharing, with professional researchers, analysts and 
others interested in the social policy field, various staff papers or 
reports which develop out of the research program of the Policy 
Research and Long Range Planning Branch (Welfare) of the 
Department of National Health and Welfare. 


These Reports, and the work related to them, constitute one 
dimension of the information base relevant to policy concerns of the 
Department. As such, they are not statements of government 
policy, but rather seek to contribute to an improved understanding 


of social policy issues. 


It is hoped that interested persons will find the Research 
Reports of some value for their own pursuits. Also, the Department 
would welcome commentary on the papers themselves, as well as 
information about research activities being pursued elsewhere on 


similar or related subjects. 
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SUMM ARY 


TAGOUGNOUCwENOSt MOL wets century, women have been 
defined as “naturally” dependent--emotionally, physically 


andseconomically.. But economic dependence is considered a 
negative State in a4 society in which independence, ambition 
and competition are valued. AS.eay  cresult, many. women, 


especially those completely dependent on their husbands 
Financially, have been assigned a subordinate role in the 
family and the wider society. 


some women have rebelled against this negative stereo- 
type. They have argued that their financial dependence is 
ROteoaSctOMeOLes innate. female: inferiority... but..instead an 
PO BCevlOnwt vate tiecres wares ebarriers «tos mobility in our 
society. They have argued that the traditional dependent 
female vole 1s only one option ina variety of lifestyles 
open to men and women, and they have proved it by entering 
the paid work world in ever increasing numbers. 


These arguments have captured the popular imagination. 
The progress of women in redefining female roles has become 
a popular indicator of change towards increased flexibility 
Ine Ours Ins ollulIons. ep lhear Growing. representation in the 
labour force has become an indicator of increased equality, 
and greater hope for "happiness ina free country".1 But 
has the mass movement of women into the labour’ force 
increased freedom and decreased discrimination? Are there 
indications that the expressed desire to feel more effective 
Ina world wider than, the home willbe fulfilled. for working 
women? Are. the. structural opportunities for increased 
effectiveness, even.on a Strictly economic basis  (e.g., 
getting a raise or a promotion) available for women? Or, is 
this apparent change in lifestyle simply masking women's 
dependence by perpetuating it in different institutional 
spheres? Is the mode of participation of women in the 
labour force limiting the range of work-related options’ for 
the male and female populations? 


In this report, an attempt was made to monitor this 
CopWmlam@EIndi Caron with OLLIcial statistical’ tndications of 
change in the role of women. A wide discrepancy between 
popular expectations of greater equality and action (oyoheneken aig) 
Wwasmfound terexist witch, places in question the contribution 


Of sehesesstructural Changes. tO an improved “quality of 
bite. 
ie For the vast majority of workers (when earnings are 


disaggregated according to occupation), the earnings 
gap between men and women has widened. 


1. From a news bulletin of a speech given by the Prime Minister in 
Vancouver, Tuesday, February 10, 1976. 
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pap There has been no significant decrease in the pro- 
portion of women in subordinate positions even 
though the proportion of women enrolling in post- 
secondary educational courses has increased. 


on There are few self-employed women. 

4, Autonomy in a job seems to be defined by women in 
terms of time flexibility, lateral “job” mobidaty, 
and "indirect" supervision, rather than as a 


concern with challenge or more responsibility. 


These findings, supplemented by other related statis- 
tics, lead to the following qualitative hypotheses, which 
indicate the need for a re-evaluation of our beliefs about 
dependence and equality. 


1. Women are not agents of change in the workplace. 
Instead, they are "corporate substitutes". 2 
That is,thele patterns ot influx sintor cues oD 
market have supported the apparent structural 
trend toward an increasingly inegalitarian 
and bureaucratic work world with its hierarchy of 
subordinates and superiors. Further, women have 
not Maximized their advantage in the shirt, ~but 
instead have accepted a traditional, subordinate 
position’ within this structural” change. 


Bes Women are not agents of value change promoting 
freedom or equality. For example, although women 
are combining participation in family and work 
institutions, they are perpetuating the belief 
that productivity equals a paying job and the 
belief that the prime function of WOrk? 1S¥ "to 
financially sustain the family. They have there- 
fore simply adopted the traditional male work 
model as their own and may therefore be partly 
responsible for solidifying a lifestyle which is 
increasingly considered unfulfilling by workers. 


ois In an attempt to reduce personal dependence, women 
are transferring from alienating jobs in the home 
to low-paying routine jobs in the work world that 
are also considered alienating by men. What 
appears to be an escape from the home to _ the 
office is really a continuation of the same depen- 
dent role, embraced under the umbrella of an 
ideology of change. 


2. Henri Lefebvre, Everyday Life in the Modern World (London: Allen 
Lane, 1968), p=. 73. 


INTRODUCTION 


DEPENDENCE VS. EQUALITY 


The democratic ideal of interdependence is based on a 
Conplex@principle sor vequality.—)Theststructural sopportunity 
for equal access to the benefits of society must be harmo- 
nized with the maintenance of economic and status inequality 
amongeindividuals mime society iseto bevkept fluid; -and~ if 
progress and personal mobility are to be valued. This 
potential discord is frequently reconciled through two 
beliefs. First, that there are certain natural differences 
between people which will produce divisions in society. And 
second, that the ideal of equal opportunity will be upheld 
as long as these natural differences do not become the major 
criterion for permanent membership in social categories. 
Individuals in society are therefore not simply statistics 
in distinct groupings; they are members of social groups 
joined by shared values, goals and expectations. These 
psychological bonds ideally help the individual achieve 
NODIttVyawlthinesand sehrough socital groups.,eBut thas )ideal 
is not always met, because these psychological bonds’ have 
structural counterparts, which can create resistance to 
personal mobility. 


Dependence is a bond that is both structural and psy- 
chological. This element of the interdependence of indivi- 
duals is based on the recognition that because of "natural 
differences", between people and within an individual's life 
eycle, our reliance’> on “other people is greater and our 
potential for mobility in society is less at certain times 
in our lives. We also recognize that these periods of 
dependence are longer for some people, occasionally extend- 
ing throughout their lives. When we are very young, very 
old, physically incapacitated or under great stress, we may 
need "time out" from the demands of participation in social 
groups. We may therefore choose to be dependent or we may 
welcome the opportunity to be dependent on others economi- 
Cally psycnologically, on ‘through services or aids» they may 
provide. 


The social support of a dependence "option" through the 
accessibility of help when help is needed, represents’ the 
welfare ideal. However, this idea is realized through 
inSoeeuOns= pene wramily, Sscneols, hospitals, mursing: homes, 
ete. sinstitutions tend to support their own, survival and 
HONGeali Zestirss goal imay -artenprestormholdon to those tempo- 
rarily dependent on the institution beyond the time when 
these people require the institution's help.4 


3. Alexander J. Groth, Major Ideologies: An Interpretive Survey of 
Democracy, Socialism, and Nationalism (New York: John Wiley and Sons 
eter re SMO pee, Asien 


4, This ideal is developed at length by Erving Goffman in Stigma 
(Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963). 
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The institutionalized extension of dependence may be 
disguised by being justified in terms of the "need" which 
created the original bond. The "need" for the extension of 
this dependence is frequently justified by stressing the 
biological component of the need. 


Because we believe that many biological states are 
unalterable, this physical definition of dependence  fre- 
quently leads to a belief that dependence is more than a 
temporary state, and removes the element of choice from 
dependent roles. A kind of biological determinism takes over 
to transform a temporary social role which includes’ some 
form of dependence on others, into a fates 


For example, an elderly man may break a leg and require 
hospitalization. He may be dependent on others for care 
until his break heals. Once it heals, he may be capable of 
returning to his normal lifestyle. However, the "chance 
that it may happen again" may be used as a justification by 
his family and/or hospital staff to make him a permanent 
dependent, and he may be placed in a nursing home or old age 
home. 


Similarly, a woman may choose to be financially depen- 
dent on her husband while they raise a young family to give 
her children better care and to establish a closer 
relationship with them. Her chosen dependence is’ therefore 
based on “both?”  bietogicateeaand psychological criteria. 
Frequently, however, when she chooses to return to the work 
force and therefore to end her economic dependence, this 
opportunity may be denied her. Employers may be hesitant to 
hire her because "it may happen again"--she may get preg- 
nant or her children may get sick and therefore need her 
attention. As her absence from the labour force is extended, 
these concrete biological justifications may be extended to 
an accusation of inferiority and she may then be defined as 
incapable of re-entering the labour force because she has 
been out of the work world too long. 


If dependence becomes structured to extend past the 
period of need perceived by the "dependents", then depen- 
dence ceases to be a part of interdependence, and instead 
becomes a Sign of subordination. If dependence becomes a 
permanent role, temporary need becomes the criterion for an 
inferior status, for decreased mobility in) -social anstitu- 
tions and therefore for increased inequaiity in society. 


Drs For an elaboration of this point, see Erving Goffman, Asylums 
(New York: Doubleday, 1961) and Ivan Illich, Medical Nemesis 
(Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1975). 
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Our beliefs that dependence should be a chosen role 
based on temporary need or desire then become inconsistent 
withereality."=These “beliefs “can” on™ occasion be “strong 
enough that people in dependent roles support their own 
continued dependence, by justifying their actions in terms 
of these beliefs. So, we have the familiar cliché of the 
mother who claims she doesn't work because she really should 
stay home until the children are more independent. She 
performs this role even though she may feel dissatisfied 
with it and frequently continues it far past the time when 
her children need her constant attention. The’ Sstructured 
roles of dependence in our society leave us with the dilemma 
Ofehowsassetwot beliefs” and "qoalis cans Slamit ‘our. action 
alternatives. This dilemma seems to be filtering into’ the 
general consciousness. 


POPULAR ATTITUDES TO DEPENDENCE AND INDEPENDENCE 


Dependence is currently a bad _ word. Like most bad 
words, at has biological connotations. Traditionally, depen- 
dence has been associated with physical status. The old, the 
young, the sick and women were considered (at least until 
recently) "natural" dependents. And a dependent (according 
to stereotypes) is necessarily a Subordinate. He or she must 
BelymoOngOLherSmrtOL informacion, S8LOr “goods, for= survival. 
Therefore, dependents "naturally" have a limited number of 
options 6 and limited access to social benefits. 


Independence, on the other hand, has traditionally been 
defined in terms of financial independence through paid 
OaOcue Uae tay. 


INDEPENDENCE = PRODUCTIVITY = WORK WITH PAY = 
THePOPPORTUNITY —FORSEOQUAL ACCESS TO THE BENEFITS OF SOCIETY. 


The independent person, according to this belief, has 
equal opportunity while the dependent person, because of 
mMatirales incapacity, does not. 


According to these traditional beliefs, in order to 
have equal access to the benefits of society, women would 
have to increase their productivity in the paid labour mar- 
keteand decrease: thelm participation %in~ roles” associated 
with female biological dependence. Most importantly, women 
arel faced with therdidemma “of iperpetuating inequality if 


6. Goffman, Stigma. 
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they continue to acceptyprocreation e(aty leases withiiy tie 
traditional family structure and therefore to the exclusion 
of female participation in the labour force) as a productive 
role. 


Some women have challenged these stereotypes of depen- 
dence and independence. They have suggested that "house- 
wives" fulfill an important and dignified role and so should 
receive wages in a society where worth is defined through 
income. The majority of women, however, have "incorporated" 
these traditional beliefs in an "updated" popular equation, 
which demeans the procreative role and reduces it to’ simple 
biologi calsmeprodictien. 


FEMALE DEPENDENCE = (REPRODUCTION -— PRODUCTIVITY) = 
WORK WITHOUT PAY =" LIMLTED ACCESS VO, DHE BENET ToeOresOClely: 


The acceptance of these stereotypes combined with 
increased female labour force participation has challenged 
the structure of ‘the family but has deft 7 thes estructure sor 
the labour force relatively unquestioned. 


EXPECTATIONS OF CHANGE 


In contrast to the perpetuation of traditional stereo- 
types of women, popular expectations of women's roles. are 
based on a belief that a major structural change led women 
to recognize their marginal position in the changing power 
hierarchy. The popular expectation is that women are adopt- 
ing a revolutionary position in a new value framework. 


It is believed that women could be the harbingers of 
change in the institutions of work and the family. The tra- 
ditional role duality of male supporter and female dependent 
with the status evaluations of strong/weak and _ superior/ 
inferior would be questioned. Women would assist change in 
suberdinatvon patterns throughs Ehemree part elopatlonms mee. 
labour force. They would reduce inequality within the 
spheres Of production and) reproduction. 


But popular beliefs and ideologies of change all define 
the dependence of women and their liberation from dependence 
in terms of rexisting institutions of) production. (they work 
world) and reproduction (the family). An over-Simplified 
relationship is frequently assumed: 


ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE —® MAXIMIZATION OF SOCIAL OPTIONS —® 
PSYCHOLOGICAL INDEPENDENCE —® INCREASED EQUALITY. 
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Can we indeed assume that this emphasis on increased 
participation in the economic sphere will increase mobility 
and general well-being and help ensure equality? Or are 
there indications that our existing work institutions are 
increasingly organized around relationships of dependence? 
LiecO,ewllie tne mincualticaljbuty sinctreased participation. of 
women not lead to an empty victory? Are women cooperating in 
their own continued subordination? Did they accept certain 
aspects of the institutional structure which denied them not 
Omlyassoclavestatus thiroughysbrological reproduction, but also 
visible production in the labour force and creative repro- 
duction of their work world? Were they thereby co-opted from 
realizing their strength in helping to change the belief 
structure? Did women simply accept existing institutions 
rather than reject participation in yet another outmoded 
role? Did women trade their participation in one alienating 
role for participation in other alienating roles’ thereby 
preserving the status quo and existing inequality? 


AIMS 


The objective of this report will be to analyze social 
statistics depicting modes of participation of women in the 
society. By positioning them in an interpretative framework 
assuming the values of equality and decreased dependence as 
positive, these statistics will be used to indicate the 
life-style choices being made by women in our _ society and 
the barriers to their choices. 


This report will therefore address two questions: 


Substantive: Are working women really agents of change 
as the popular ideology suggests, or are 
they substituting one form of dependence 
ror another? 


Theoretical: What could these observations say about 
the emerging "Style" of dependence in our 
society? 


=—6= 
CHANGING. "STYLES® OF sDEPENDENCE*s AeSTATISTLCAL PROP ILE 


Biological dependence measures are intricately con- 
nected to labour force participation in the government 
statistical framework. The major "demographic" dependence 
statistics are based on a division of the “population Into 
"active" and "dependent". Active is defined by age--all 
people between 20 and 64 (although the lower age limit 
varies) and dependent is defined as all others outside this 
age category. This age division implies other divisions as 
well. Most importantly, the active population is ideally 
active in the labour force and active in family formation 
(at least for the first half of these active years). Note 
again, production and reproduction are imcrinsically tanked 
in this age classification. 


Extreme flux in the ratio between dependent and active 
populations will, therefore, potentially lead to major up- 
sets in the institutions of work and” the family, and =a 
potential clash between the two. The last two decades have 
been characterized by a sudden reversal in the momentum of 
this ratio. The "obvious" relations between production and 
reproduction were opened to question. 


The "baby boom" boosted the under-20 dependence ratio 
from 67.9 under-20s per 100 people in the labour force in 
1941 to, 82:7 under-—20s “per 100, people in the: -babour, force 
in 1961. This rapid surge in the younger dependent popula- 
tion, combined with a relatively stable older population 
ratio, resulted in a total dependence’ ratio of P9725 > 1n 
1961--an almost one-to-one ratio between the active and 
dependent populations. This meant that theoretically every 
person in the active population was "responsible" for him- 
self and another person in the population. The reality of 
this ratio may be even more staggering when we recognize 
that because the active population is defined by age, _ the 
actual, economically dependent population (included as 
dependent because of activity in “family formation” and also 
because of "disability" of various kinds) may outnumber the 
economically non-dependent population. "Non-dependent" 
rather than independent is used advisedly. With this’ kind 
of dependent population load, the non-dependent population 
was anything but independent. The strength of the link 
between the family and the value of economic "responsibil- 
ity" became oppressively strong--so strong, it has been 
popularly hypothesized, that its led ie the anti- 
establishment rebellion of the 1960s. 


TABLE I 


DEPENDENCE RATIOS 
(per 100 people ages 20-64) 


1941 eo Sl: 1961 wal 

Overall 1 Oreo 8420 SES O107-74 

Under. 2.0 675.9 69.7 SZ .0/ Jn) 

Over 64 2.0 Pas3 L5ea) 1S x4 
Source: Walt Saveland, "Possible Dimensions of Canada's 


Ficures?opuLation. ,~FOlucy, Research and Long . Range 
Planning (Welfare), National Health and Welfare, 
WR RS A ele Woes 


Regardless of this supposed "counter-cultural revolution", 
the potential sqrowth) of the  “watio.was aggravated even 
further by an increased marriage rate, a steady if slow 
decrease in the average age at marriage and a decrease in 
the mean age of child-bearing even into the seventies, as 
the chart below indicates: 


BUGURE SL 
MEAN AGE AT MARRIAGE AND MEAN AGE AT CHILD-BEARING 


Age in Years 


35 


Age in Years 


35 


30 Mean Age at Child-bearing 30 
Mean Age of Bridegrooms 
25 Mean Age of Brides 25 


20 


92pm 93 Cet ose S40, 1945 1 1950°° 1955 1960 1965 1970 


Source: Statistics Canada, Perspective Canada, 1974, jon eae ae 
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However, while the importance of reproduction was not 
being denied by the general public, as indicated by the 
progressively shortened generation length, the importance of 
reproduction in the definition of lifestyle was being gques- 
tioned in popular value quorums. A value system questioning 
the link between the family and production was being popu- 
larized. A new ratio between production and reproduction 
and modes of dependence between the two began to be consid- 
ered. A belief in the importance of reproduction for women 
was outweighed by a belief in the importance of their labour 
force productivity to help lessen the invisible dependence 
rawio. 


This belief was reinforced by a trend at the opposite 
end of the dependence spectrum--the life expectancy of 
women was increaSing more rapidly than the life expectancy 
of men, thereby increasing women's potential period of 
dependence. The projection of a population imbalance which 
increased with age reinforced the increasingly popular 
ideology. Women would have to learn to complement values 
stressing the importance of the family with values of 
increased participation in other social institutions so 
their age-defined dependence would not make them social 
burdens. (See Appendix, Figure l, p. 43.) 


In conjunction with the popularization, of thise ideology 
came the expectation that increased participation would not 
only be quantitative, but qualitative as well. This popular 
perception mirrors the demographic expectation that popula- 
tion growth is related to structural expansion. Women were 
not only going to join the labour force, they were going to 
reduce inequality by giving up their central place in the 
family, and so spread benefits, duties and power more 
equally among the population. Two straightforward questions 
emerge at this juncture: 


l. Has the percentage of women in the labour force 
increased significantly over the past 20 years? 
(SeesEsqures LI a) 


2. HaS inequality decreased in the same time span? 
When defining inequality, we will adopt the 
usual. operational delinitwons) of “Lnequaus7y 
presented by the government and in Women's 
Movement ideology (i.e., income inequality, 
job status inequality). 
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ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE 


ACCOERGIUnG FORE Lgureag 5. L 
rate for women has doubled in 
note, however, that according 
wLOnS, tne sbarcicipation Rate 
population (aged 14 and over) 


AND INEQUALITY 


following, the participation 
the last 50 years. We might 
to Statistics Canada defini- 

is that percentage of the 
who are in the labour force, 


and the labour force includes both the employed and _unem- 
pLoyedeitbut llooking= for work). Employed does not’ mean 
ELull-ctimer employment but includes part-time participation as 
well. We may find that because of the increased value placed 
On participation in the labour force, more women may _ be 
Peponeingstnatetney are = lookings for “work” . when in “fact 
BCT Darvi Clpations ~inw they labour “force 1s minimal. 
Similarly, we may find that a large percentage of women work 
Dart-tume. only. lve l latter ysmay not be a sign of. the 
Pesperdecloieot slnequakity, bDUut-may~ in- fLactessignify,— for 
example, a new time-use pattern sharing work and _ leisure 
time more equally. 


In answer to the second question, however, 
ing signs to increased income and status equality are not 
visible. An examination of Table II reveals ae slight 
increase in economic inequality as evidenced by income dis- 
tribution changes between 1951 and 1971. There was a slight 


correspond- 


Swing in the opposite direction between 1971 and 1973, but 
noesO-mMuchimas .coereturnus- even “to -the 1951. level. Pt 
should be noted that the definition of income used in this 
Table includes income from all sources, rather than just 


wages and salaries. This seems a more realistic definition 
to use since a distribution which limits income to wages and 
Salaries only, would exclude many of the self-employed, high 
G@arners (e@.g., doctors and financial speculators). The 
income distribution by wages and salaries (depicted in 
Table III) does indicate some change toward greater 
equality. 


If the increased participation of women in the labour 
force has affected the income distribution, the net result 
has not been a significant reduction in income inequality. 


Neither is a gain in the influence of working women 
through occupational status in evidence. In 1972, although 
Boros MOE mthne total, employed labour force were “female 
WOLKELGy “Only, J4o56 OL the employees in managerial 
positions were women while 72.0% ope asl Clerrcal 
workers were female workers. (See Taple EV, column W0)F 
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BIGURE SEE 
PARTICIPATION RATES BY SEX AND MARITAL STATUS 


Percentage 
in the 
Labour Force 


Percentage 
in the 
Labour Force 


100 — OO 


Married Males 
— ee. — 90 
90 All Males SS See 3 


bee TT) 


80 — — 80 
70— 47.0 
N 
\ 
*\ Single Males 7 
ee Se 
—~_Single Females ,— 
50 Ses eee. saat) 
4o — say 
30 — — 30 


All Females 


7 
a 


7 
7 Married Females 


1921 1931 1941 1951 59°61, 6365.67.69 7 leys /5 
YEAR 


Source: Statistics, Canada, Perspective Canada, 1974, 
p. 120, and The Labour Force (Catalogue No. 
71-001), December 1976. 
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TABLE I1 


QUINTILE SHARES OF TOTAL INCOME FOR 
ECONOMIC FAMILIES 


Share (3%) 

Quintile 1951 135) a7 al. 19°73 
Bottom 4.4 4.2 3.6 Sen) 
Second ee Lele.-9 LO"S6 LO 
Third SYR she IPE ANS L726 
Fourth PRS AS! 24.5 24.9 Zoek 
Highest 42.8 Altai. 43.3 42.7 

100.0 POO SO TOO. 0 VOOEO 

TABLE Iit 
QUINTILE SHARES OF WAGES AND SALARIES 
FOR ECONOMIC FAMILIES 
Share (3%) 
Quintile Tsai: spat Lor 
Bottom BAe! 820 8.4 
Second ie eS. 5-9 141 
Uigrrars | Liteen3 AE) uD oiaas 
Fourth 25D 2200 22.4 
Highest 42.6 RS: 36.9 
10020 10020 100.0 
Note: Data prior to 1965 excludes the farm population. 
Source: K. Horner and N. MacLeod, "Changes in the Distribu- 
tion Gf seincome seins Canada™— (SWP-7504), Policy 


Research and Long Range Planning (Welfare), National 
Health and Weltare, May 1975, pp. 18 and 20. 
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Lenski's observation that "within an occupation, the higher 
administrative and managerial positions are usually 
disproportionately filled by men, even in female-dominated 
occupations"’ seems to be supported. 


This conclusion, however, goes against most popular 
bepO Russo ne WONehoms tatlic. mPAnNds sin thact.-awessee (Table IV, 
Column 4) that the percent increase is significant for women 
in Managerial and professional and technical occupations as 
claimed™@ine popular reports. ~The gain in influence of women 
in managerial positions is also supported by the fact that 
there was a 12% rate of increase in the average annual 
earnings of women in this occupational category as compared 
to an 8.1% increase for male managers between 1965 and 1973. 
(See Appendix, Table l, p. 39.) 


Why then do we seem to minimize these gains by claiming 
there has been no gain in influence made by women through 
occupational status? 


1. An examination of the change in women's” salaries 
expressed as a proportion of men's salaries, accord- 
Ing sto roccupatwonal “group, between) 1965)° and 1973 
(Table V) reveals that the only significant propor- 
tional salary gain was made in the managerial 
category. This gain diminishes in importance because 
it waS a gain from an extremely low base proportion 
(s423in 96S, Table Vv) and «the average wage for 
wonen gin seni smeategqory an 81976 “was. only slightly 
over the 1965 level for men.(See Appendix, Table I.) 
DneetiespaLast..Louy, occupational groups, which 
represent the majority of working women, the gap 
between men's and women's salaries widened in this 
time period (Table V). 


2. Even if we eliminate part-time workers from _ each 
occupational group (and so erase the possible bias 
which could be created if more female employees than 
male employees in any given occupational group were 
part-time workers), we discover that for full-year, 
full-time workers the ratio of female to male earn- 
ings remained stable overall between 1961 and 1971 
and decreased in many low-level occupations. The 
decrease in the earnings ratio for clerical workers 
iSeparticulardyseimportant since female, workers,» are 
concentrated in clerical jobs. (See Table VI.) 


7. Margrit Eichler, "Women as Personal Dependents", Marylee Stephenson 
(ed.), Women in Canada (Toronto: New Press, 1973), p. 45. 
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TABLE V 


RATIO OF FEMALE EARNINGS TO MALE EARNINGS FOR 
FULL-YEAR WORKERS, BY OCCUPATION, CANADA, 1965 and 1973. 


serra | ee 


Occupation OED Lois 
Managerial e423 360 
Professional and 

Technical a6 Pie ae) 
Clerrcal Oo? 2658 
Sales ee BS PS) Pe heiy 
Services and 

Recreation e509 woo 


Transportation and 
Communications Ore, ~345 


Source: Appendrx, Table WW, p. 39; 


TABLE VI 


RATIO OF FEMALE EARNINGS TO MALE EARNINGS FOR FULL-TIME, 
FULL-YEAR WORKERS, ONLY, BY OCCUPATION], CANADA} 19 'Gl tance 37. 


Occupation 13.61, eboyar 
Manager/Professional Po. eis 
Clerical .74 7Ol 
Sales 245 49 
Service 47 75.0 
Primary, .60 47 
Blue Collar Ao) oa) 
Other = Aaya 
ALT OCcupaerons SE, Soe, 


source: Morley Gunderson, “Work Patterns, gin Gaile Gook 


(ed. )\, Opportunity tor Cholce jap ee ema 
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For the great majority of women in the active popu- 
lation, gains are not apparently being made in work 
status (refer to Table IV). The percentage of women 
represented in the professional and technical pro- 
fessions dropped slightly between 1962 and 1972, as 
did the percentage in communications, although some 
caution should be taken with the latter category 
Since the numbers represented are small and changes 
inwaccupation, Cclassitications may account for the 
decrease. Granted, a gain of 3.1% has been made in 
the managerial category in this time period and this 
gain continues to increase in impetus. However, the 
corresponding increase in participation in the 
clerical grouping was almost 10%. The most’ signifi- 
cant gain was in the clerical occupations and there- 
fOre An weoeeSubordinate, or «dependent» qob- ‘classi-— 
fication, and one in which the majority of working 
women are occupied. This loss offsets the apparent 
quantitative gains made by women in labour’ force 
DAGe Glpab ton, (From 21 .92eto, 33.05 in ythe “period 
EeOM eed Oe Os O72). 


There iS some evidence that the increase in the 
relative proportion of women managers is the result 
of a structural occupational change experienced by 
both sexes, and not a positive change in the _ rela- 
tive status of women. Referring to Table VII, we 
see the following trends emerging between 1962 and 
1972.10 thesjob. structure for the .entire labour 
FOLECE. 


a. There has been an increase in "office" or 
bureaucratic jobs. This grouping includes 
Managerial, professional/technical occupa- 
ELONS peolerical jobs and some service 
occupations. 


b. CGrarts andsproduction, labourer and un- 
skilled and sales jobs have remained rela- 
tively stable. 


If we then compare the input of the male and female 
labour force separately in effecting these changes (refer- 


Ping tow lane Vil), we find: 


ike 


For the first grouping, the managerial, profession- 
al/technical, clerical and service occupations 
(4.a. above), the increase in the percentage of men 
employed am these occupations. is. in fact, higher 
than for women. The significant increase for men, 
however, was in the professional/technical classi- 
fication. Men increased proportionately in service 
occupations while women decreased slightly 
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TABLE VII 


STRUCTURAL OCCUPATION DISTRIBUTION 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN AND MEN 
BY OCCUPATION, CANADA, 1962 and 1972 


ARIS BOehesexes Women Men, 
Managerial 953% Sieh 1d. 5% 
Professional and Technical 10726 15.6 elias: 
Clericad Leno ZO 6.9 
Sales ee ese: SNe) 
Service and Recreation LORS 2260 ee 8) 
Communications 0...9 8 WKS 
Farmers and Farm Workers LOR =e) 1Bic4 
Craft, Producticnseand 

Related Workers 24.7 28 200. 
Labourers and Unskilled 

Workers 4.8 09 bn 
OEner eile p LGC 

100% 100% 100% 

Lee Both Sexes Women Men 
Managerial 9.8% 4.2% Leese 
Professional and Technical 14.2 17.4 20 
Clerical 15.4 ee O< 
Sales Wes sycq de 6.4 
Service and Recreation eel 2 Ue (Lae 
Communications 0.8 ja” Oro 
Farmers and Farm Workers Did) Zed ae 
Cralt, Production ana 

Related Workers 2 455/ OR 9 Beso 
Labourers and Unskilled 

Workers 4.2 cel 526 
Other oe) * sions) 

100% 100% 100% 


Source: Labour Canada, Women's Bureau, Women in the Labour 
Forces Facts and uPigures, (1973, Ediltion) sacs oe 
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but the male base rate was considerably lower. The 
proportion of women in clerical occupations 
increased while the proportion of men decreased. 
This seems to support our contention that in the 
NOst esl Oni CantectLuctubaleshitt, walle both sexes 
contributed to this trend, women moved increasingly 
into subordinate positions while men moved into 
positions of potential influence. 


2. FOre Group stwo, the “stable group made up of 
Craktes7 production, communications, sales ana 
Uns ihedmilabourwoccupations (4b. 'meterred ) to) on 
Det) saetne sm COotal sipropontion.) Of = women: “dropped 
Slightly. This decrease was not ae result One 
decreased female representation in unskilled jobs. 
Instead, the percentage of women in unskilled 
labour occupations went up slightly while female 
participation in sales, crafts/production and com- 
munications dropped. 


The trend for males in these occupational groups 
was in the opposite direction. The total proportion 
of men in these occupations went up as a result of 
increased participation in crafts/production jobs. 
The proportion of male workers in unskilled labour 
jobs went down and in sales and communications 
Seavyeo.constant...Oncer vagain,;) ithe proportion — of 
women in unskilled and so subordinate occupations 
increased while men increased their representation 
in skilled labour occupations--the more "respon- 
Sible" and better paid blue collar jobs. 


An examination of the structural occupation change 
between 1962 and 1972 disaggregated by sex (Figure III), 
reinforces the conclusion that the redistribution of men in 
more skilled jobs is dramatic, as is their redistribution to 


follow the shift towards an increasingly bureaucratic 
OGcipaLtOnesStruclLure., Ut mightibe noted at this point that 
the pronounced shift of men into these "bureaucratic" 


occupations could be a sign of their increased dependence. 
However, pending further research of this trend, it appears 
that males are assuming the more influential positions in 
tins estructuralsshint,) while the input<of swomen’ into this 
general trend is to assume a more subordinate role. 


Have women then really changed their status as personal 
dependents?8 ltemight, be notedpthat, statistics: that seem 
to indicate real influence gains by women tend to present 
women aS a total population and to compare changing distri- 
butions using the female population in isolation from other 
comparative groups. Pure quantity gains are presented with- 
Outwaddingmethe qualitative ‘impdications of a comparative 


8. Margrit Eichler, "Women as Personal Dependents", Stephenson, 
Women in Canada, pp. 38-55. 
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ce eS SS ES ee eee eet cero 
FIGURE SDE 


CHANGE IN PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL EMPLOYED MALES AND FEMALES BY 
OCCUPATIONAL ‘GROUP FROM® E962" to "1972 
Se SS ee ee 


Percentage 
Change 


+6.0 
oie 
+5.0 GROUP | GROUP 1] 
44.5 
+4.0 


3s) 
+3.0 
eS 
+2.0 
455 
fala) 
ORS 


Unskilled 
Labour 


Crafts/ |Communica 


Manage 
ment 


Senvice/ 
Rec. 


Clerical 


-4.0 Females Males 


Source: Calculated from Table Vil, p. 4a. 
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alalyolcu(CeaGo metic factemcivate Ghemmparticipations rate —of 
women has been steadily rising is frequently used as_ proof 
OL orcaliabyswonchiminetnew press) he laghteof the statistics 
preceding; tel scenow amportcant, ehowever, -to consider the 


quality of employment of women and the relation of employ- 
ment to tChespearntrcipationsof women’ in other institutions. 


We will therefore examine productivity patterns in more 
detail. 


Abe Married women have shown the largest increase _ in 


Demerc Dablonetate elm sune labour force Wtromy '2176% 
LO3o.908 between 29627 and “19 72). Note that the 


members of the category widowed, divorced or 
Separated have not increased their participation 
rate significantly (from 26.8% to 28.3% in the same 
time period) even though the divorce rate has 
Gicsen 


2. Most working women work full-time rather than part- 
time. Although there was a slight structural shift 


towards a shorter work week between 1962 and 1972 
which resulted in a smaller percentage of both male 
and female workers working thirty-five hours’ or 
more in a week, 75% of employed women still worked 
35 or more hours a week in 1972. The decrease in 
percentage hides an increase in absolute numbers. 
Between 1962 and 1972, the number of employed women 
working thirty-five hours or more a week increased 
by almost 700,000 (calculated from Table VIII). 


If in addition, Tables 3 and 4 are examined (Appendix, 
pp. 41 and 42), the following very tentative observations 
can be made given the extremely short time series available 
and the significance level of the derived statistics. 


eerie boron 52), U00ROLeae total. 743,000 women 
working part-time chose to work part- 
time because they did now want 
Piel te maWOre me cick a iS, 8 Only 945% of 
those women working part-time in 1976 were 
vOlUntary DPartstime workers and so chose 
Dage-tCime, SwOrkwias part of Scary changing 
lifestyle. The remaining 55% worked 
part-time because they couldn't find a 
fywii=—timer@job, Ghad “personal or. family 


9, Labour Canada, Women's Bureau, Women in the Labour Force: Facts 
and Figures (1973 Edition) (Ottawa: Information Canada, 1974), 
e208 
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responsibilities or were going to school. 
(See Appendix, Table 3, op. 41.) The 
percentage of voluntary part-time workers 
among married female part-time workers is 
higher than for single female part-time 
workers» but ~as® “thew =statirstics "indicate 
(see Appendix, Table 4, p.42), the propor- 
tion of married part-time female workers 
to married full-time female workers has 
diminished. 


be Althoughy ine theo three years of 1974-19767 
the, ratvovor ful times tompar tt time = work 
ers has gone up for all women, Lt 
increased more for married women and 
divorced, separated or widowed women (who 
are more likely to have family responsi- 
bilities) than for single women, and more 
for women over 25 than for those under 25. 
(See Appendix, Table 4.) 


The trend towards more full-time work commitment § par- 
ticularly by married women in the labour force also seems to 
be supported by the evidence that, even for mothers of 
infants and school-age children, the proportion of full-time 
to part-time jobs held 1s almost 231) Tables 1X ee and =by— tne 
evidence that more working mothers would prefer flexible 
working hours to part-time work to facilitate their labour 
fFOLrce Participaclons (rable x). 


TABLE VIET 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN AND MEN IN THE EMPLOYED 
LABOUR FORCE BY THE USUAL NUMBER OF HOURS OF WORK PER 
WEEK, CANADA, 1962, 1967 and 1972 


of work 
1962 1967 1972 1962 1967 1972 


35 or more 81.2% 13,08)" 751% 96.2% 95.3% 30% 
Less than 35 18.8 Zo) 24.9 
Total: Percentage [100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


(Number in CP P7307 (22296) (27796) (4 a8 7) S083) ea) 553) 
thousands ) 
Source: Labour Canada, Women's Bureau, Women in the 


Labour #Force:@Facts and (sriguresm=( 19/3 3 hdicicny, 
Deer 


-21- 


TABLE Ix 


DISTRIBUTION OF JOBS HELD BY MOTHERS WORKING 
JANUAR VSO CTOBE RE LS /S]BY LYPE On wWOB 
AND BY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF CHILDREN 


School 
Attendance 
OLechrlLdaren 


Mothers of: 


Infants, Not 
at School 


Full-Time 
Public ochool 
Chigddren 


TABLE X 


SUGGESTIONS GIVEN BY MOTHERS WORKING JANUARY-OCTOBER 1973, 
FOR] IMPROVED. CHILD=CARE SFACIULLIES 


Se 


Suggestions Frequency 
Flexible working hours 24% 
More part-time work available 19 
More day-care centres tks: 
An approved register of sitters 14 
Cheaper day-care centres abal 
Pettensiocation, of day-care; centres 6 
Other suggestions at 

Total responses 100% 

Non-response rate 48% 
Note: Tables contain preliminary estimates. 


Source: Based on calculations by May Nickson in “Working 
MotherceauneGanada,, 19/73: Labour Force Participation and 
Child-Care Arrangements" (unpublished). 
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ce The above conclusion could be qualified somewhat 
since, although working mothers (if we assume that 
the majority of mothers are married) do seem to 
support ther “trend mor married women toward 
full-time labour force commitment, Table IX also 
reveals that ‘slightly @more than alti OLeetnas 
full-time participation “Ws only for "warts ot = tie 
year. In fact, referring to Table XI, women seem 
to work a shorter year generally than do men. But 
when this data is disaggregated, we see that 
married women do less part-year work than single 
women. It could be argued that the proportion of 
Single women working a full year may be distorted 
by the number of new workers in this sample. We 
would suggest, tentatively at least, that this 
distortion may be offset by the number of working 
mothers who also work for only part of the year. 
Thus, the trend toward more full-time commitment 
of married women is still supported. 


4, The rate of unemployment for married women is 
lower than for single women (3.8% compared with 
Laos). These figures may be accounted for by 
the tendency of married women to withdraw their 
reported attachment to the labcur force Oncesatiey 
lose Or, quit, gars BOD. BY bise@coulda Uindicace waless 
attachment to the labour force for married women 
in aggregate but does not dispel the assumption of 
a stronger attachment for those who choose 
involvement in the labour force. 


It can be concluded, therefore, that the tendency for 
Marriage, a full-time commitment to the labour force, and an 
acceptance of the work ethic to be correlated (which has 
been true for men following the same indications in the 
charts cited on the preceding pages) is apparently being 
repeated by women. Women are shifting the definition between 
active and passive populations Or non-dependent and 
dependent populations away from a link with xreproduction 
towards a link with general institutional participation and 
financial mobility. When the active population is defined 


solely in terms “of tparticiparion Por the sake of 
Darlicipation “and “Hinanclad gain, the economic and 
occupational structures remain above question. Income 


inequality and work-world inequality may thereby be 
indirectly supported. 


10. Labour Canada, Women's Bureau, Women in the Labour Force: Facts and 
Figures (1973 Edition); p. 232 
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TABLE XI 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN AND MEN IN THE 
LABOUR FORCE BY NUMBER OF WEEKS USUALLY WORKED PER YEAR, 
FOR MARDVAL STATUS CATEGORIES, CANADA, MAY 19:72 


women 


Weeks uSually worked 
insta. year 


Less than 31 8, 
Se cap 1.0)..3 
ot ey fh T pent 
Total: Percentage 100.0 


(Number in thousands) 


bess stitan 3) 


SMe eae! he J 
oath ace 3.09 
Total: Percentage 100.0 


(Number in thousands 


Widowed, separated or divorced. 


Number upon which percentage would be based is too small 
to be reliable. 


© Data have a higdhesanp ling. vVartability and. ane. theretore 
questionable. 
Source: Labour Canada, Women's Bureau, Women in the Labour 


bOrcer recto ang, migures (1973 Edition), p. 24/7. 
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Many of the myths describing the reduction of women's 
dependence is based on an absolute distinction between 
financial independence and biological dependence which 
produces "persons who are economically, socially and/or 
legally tied to another person who has authority over 
them". 11 An increased overlap between biological and 
financial interdependence iS indicated by the fact that 
motherhood is becoming less and less an inhibition to labour 
force participation 


The old adage "the family that prays together stays 
together" now may be replaced by "the family that pays 
together stays together". Referring to Figure II, we can 


see that the participation rate Of Manrveds prema lesa eine tle 
labour force rose sharply between 1959 and 19752 The @wates 


fon Single men, singler women! sande Marr reds Men sven lecmmLO 
decrease until 1971 with some annual fluctuation and even in 


the later 1970s tended to remain stable, not to increase 
appreciably. 


A change in dependence relations away from exclusivity 
between biological dependence and financial independence is 
Changing patterns of income inequality. For example, in the 


upper income quintile, only 3.7% are single, while 64°58% are 


married couples with single children. When we compare this 
with the fact that 26.7% of all the earning family units are 


Single people, we can indeed conclude that mobility (at 
least in terms of income) is increased through the financial 
interdependence of marriage. This conclusion “rs 7eturther 


supported by the finding that 79.9% of the families (defined 
as two or more people) in the highest income quintile are 
two or more earner families.13 


Work-world inequities may also be perpetuated by making 
labour force participation a family concern. For example, a 
labour force study to investigate labour force participation 
in terms Of the ratio of »*"discounaged "workers. (oO seaqgq1- 
tional workers" in times of depression (over the _ period 
1953-1968) anditcated that 2 vs the "stronger aod re tonan 
worker" response among females which in the aggregate 
dominates over "discouraged worker" response among males. 
That is, aS unemployment rises there is a withdrawal of men 
from the Labour “force “and® a S’substrtutions soy women. 14 


ll. Margrit Eichler, "Women as Personal Dependents", Stephenson, 
Women in Canada, p. 52. 


12. Appendix, Table 2, p. 40. 


13. Statistics Canada, Income Distributions by Size in Canada, 1973, 
Catalogue No. 13-207 (Ottawa: Information Canada, July 1975). 

14, For definitions and statistical elaborations, refer to N.H.W. 
Davis, "Cycles and Trends in Labour’ Force’ Participation: 
1953-1968", Special” Labour Force —Studies, senles = ByamsNo- 5 
(Catalogue No. 71-517) (Ottawa: Dominion Bureau of Statistics, June 
EOE) 
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Although we do not agree with this study's implication that 
these roles are intentional, the role of women in the labour 
force appears to preserve the existing economic’ structure, 
which includes inequalities women hoped to eliminate by 
entering the labour’ force. This ‘conclusion fits Smelser"'s 
analysis Of the Lamily in terms of its uses to the political 
economy of capitalism. 


PESsentially then,, from this point ‘of *vaew, the 
family is a place where people are stored when 
they are not at work, where they are maintained and 
serviced, fed and cleaned, where they are psycho- 
logically repaired and the injuries of the daily 
routine and tensions generated on the job made 
good and where the next generation of employees is 
produced and trained for their future occupational 
EOlec. p42 


This tendency towards conservatism and a commitment to 
the work ethic by women is also indicated in time-use 
patterns. (The statistics cited below are applicable to the 
United States. Corresponding statistics for Canadian women 
could not be found. However, the results are striking 
enough sto mention. abtwas hoped that “statistics » which” might 
Support or contradict these results will be forthcoming for 
Canadian women.) Women, whether employed or unemployed, 
spend more time on housework and child-rearing than do men 
whether employed or unemployed. It would be easy to conclude 
that =thitseic,y a darect, Simdicatonwcof, “oppression” «by «men. 
Further analysis, however, suggests that there is an 
element of choice in this finding which would make these 
time-use Statistics indirect imareators aye women's 
cooperation in their own "oppression". Unemployed women 
spend 4.1 hours daily on housework and child care _ while 
unemployed males spend only 1.7 hours. While there was a 
definite increase in time spent on these pursuits for 
unemployed men, the number of hours increased was not nearly 
as high as for women. This would suggest that women have 
moreptrouble “doing nothing" or “justifying ‘their “time in 
terms of leisure activities. This has important implications 
if we want to move away from the poe busy mentality" of 
an extreme commitment to the work ethic.1l6 


Patricia Marchak in her work on women in the Canadian 
labour force confirms the tendency of women to combine a 
belief in the importance of personal independence with 
a perpetuation of the status quo. Personal _ independence 
comes to mean the security of being rewarded for "fitting 
in" and "making things work". 


15. Dorothy E. Smith, "Women, the Family and Corporate Capitalism", 
Stephenson, Women in Canada, p. 10. 


16. Eric Larrabee and Rolf Meyersohn, Mass Leisure (Toronto: The Free 
Press, 21955), p. 178. 
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TABLE XII 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS! EXPECTATIONS 
OF PROMOTEONZs bo. sob 


Response Men women 
Can *go no fuether 17% 34% 
Slight PEROMOLTONNOG en tryeaco 
closely related area z. 4 
Top of present skill area 29 34 
Supervisory level 5 ik 
Management level Bi 5 
Unsure Paes) ie 
100% 100% 


Source: Marylee Stephenson, Women in Canada, p. 207. 


To women, perceived autonomy iS more important than to 
men and it also improves their work effectiveness. Bue, 
when we compare reported perceptions of mobility in their 
jobs!’ and perceptions of the most) important iskil ls nequimed 
for the taskjl® where are the ‘signs’ (ofimeven= percenved 
autonomy in action? Autonomy seems to be equated with 
quantity -of activity or “keeping busy.) 


Women have increased their representation in the labour 
force by accepting low-paying, low-level jobs. They have 
adjusted to low wages by becoming partners in dual-earner 
marriages. Because they have accepted and adjusted _ to 
existing work conditions they have not reduced inequality, 
they have merely disguised and shifted it. 


The dual-earner family phenomenon has created a new 
urban middle class. It may also indirectly be creating a 
growing urban "leisure poor" class made up of young workers 
entering the labour market and unskilled "older" workers 
who have been displaced from the labour market by the influx 
of married women willing to accept low-level jobs. The inci- 
dence of dependence has not been reduced by the increased 
"independence" of women--it has simply shifted to a new 
group of people. Dependence may be disappearing as a family 
word, but cit is nereasingily aapubliesgconcern. 


17. M. Patricia Marchak, "The Canadian Labour Farce: Jobs for Women", 
Stephenson, Women in Canada, p. 207. 


18. Ibid., p. 204. 
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TABLE SALLL 


MOST IMPORTANT SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE TASK,- BY SEX 


(Percentage Distribution) 


Respondents' Coders' 
Assessment Assessment 


Rendering, copying, 
accurate and neat 
record-keeping 17% 30% 12% 23% 
Machine Operation 9 36 6 32 
Physical dexterity, 
strength = i 6 9 
Social; personnel 
administration 14 8 dlig2 5) 
Complex organization 11 3 14 2 
Creative work: mathe- 
Matical, literary, 
planning, etc. 49 22 50 28 
Source: Stephenson, p. 204. 
PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATION AND INEQUALITY 
The streaming of women into low-level jobs is-~ accel- 
erating despite the fact that women are becoming better 
educated. The increased participation of women in  educa- 
tional institutions is striking as the statistics below 
suggest: 
1s In 1970-71, there were almost 10% more females 
graduating from high school than males.19 
on The percentage of university students who were 
women increased from 38.3% to 45.0% between 


1962-63 and 1971-72.29 


19. 1975: Education in Canada, Catalogue No. 81-229 (Ottawa: Statistics 


Canada, September 1976). 


20. Statistics Canada, Perspective Canada (Ottawa: Information Canada, 


TOE ef elie iin 
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Sie Between 1973 ana 1975, 10" is "Estimated “that = cie 
number of bachelor or first professional degrees 
awarded went up 10% LOT women, bit down 
slightly for men. The number of masters degrees 
awarded also went up 12% for women, but down 
slightly for men, thereby decreasing the gap 
between men and women in higher education.2l 


4, The enrolment of women in continuing education 
programs surpassed or equalled the enrolment of 
males*invall categories’ 1971-7 259 (See" Figure i) 


Women are becoming more academically qualified, so poten- 
tially more mobile in their careers. 


But why has this apparent liberation not encouraged 
increased wage equality? It could be suggested that women 


may be replacing the role of personal | financial dépendence 


with the role of more general institutional dependence. They 
perpetuate the inequality of dependence relationships by 


choosing the familiar status of Paviticipation over 
influence--"a woman's work is never done", and education 
is JuUSE fanoOthe pas GOrne Ob BiIpenticil pation. An unrecognized 


acceptance of the stereotype of biological dependence 
affects the way women participate in other institutions 
and minimizes their role as agents of change. 


This lengthy compilation points to a definite change in 
women's roles, but a change which is based on a synthesis of 
roles not a schism between roles. The "liberated" woman in 


Canadajit we tarey to) creates a. pLObl lew Omemaggneddce 


pat uerns ) (coMmDinesiemany iO lesRisimu lt eaneous! ye inereas— 
ingly, reproduction and productivity seem to complement one 


another. Education, lJabouns force, spamticipatven. andmarue 
roles of wife and mother are not apparently contradictory in 


practice. liberation ingtermmc Of pindividual mopitityeappeais 
tO ber intricately lied supewiL teins! eUclOnal min eendepemoenuc 
and the interpretation of role options as complementary. 


Women have achieved a form of liberation and point to a 
news, -LOrm Ofspantl cipatiOneinetheseworkmuwonla. At least 
according to this profile, they seem to be spared the male 
anxiety of choosing one irreversible lifestyle direction. 
But these gains in diversity have been won at the cost of 
"ELLttingy ine to, exastung workurolesasandanso; maccepUInoGmmcnc 
work world and many of its inequities unchanged. Perhaps 
this explains the puzzle noted by Hacker that "women share 
all the objective factors of a minority sis ens while the 
Subjective factors are only paLtially sorecenu eo 


21. Statistics Canada, Advance Statistics of Education, 19/5-76, 
Catalogue No. 81-220 (Ottawa; Information Canada, August 1975). 


22. Margrit Eichler, "Women as Personal Dependents", Stephenson, Women 
in Canada, p. 44. 
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FIGURE LV 


REGISTRATIONS IN CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS, 
[eC hey tp raed is A oy i 


School Boards/ 
Jepartment of Education 


Academic 


Vocational 


Hobby, skills 


Liberal arts 


Social education 


Recreational 


Driver education 
and related 
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0 5 10 ko 20 2 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Perspective Canada, 1974, p. 73. 
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THE EXAGGERATION OF BIOLOGICAL DEPENDENCE 


The role of women in maximizing social stability and 


therefore minimizing change toward equalization also 
exaggerates their biological dependence--the form of depen- 
dence women sought to escape by joining the labour 
force. 


In this: section of the»report, we willvexplore tindica— 
tions of a perpetuated consciousness of biological depen- 
dence. 


The biological dependence of women in our’ society has 
been traditionally associated with reproduction. The. cor 
relation between giving birth and necessary extended depen- 
dence is culturally relative, however. Post-natal hospita- 
lization of the mother is a modern western practice. Even 
within our culture, natural childbirth methods are showing 
this hospitalization period to be largely a medical creation 
resulting from anaesthetics, etc., which are not ordinarily 
necessary for, or beneficial to, the mother's well-being. 
Thus, it follows that biological dependence is part of our 
belief structure and so may extend to our perception of the 
body in situations/institutions other than the family. An 
attempt will be made, therefore, to interpret available 
statistics on health as indications of Drologica: 
dependence. The focus will be on health care, nutrition and 
fitness statistics. 


The statistics in this area are speculative only 
because many of the surveys are very new.43 Thesresuitlsmor 
the nutrition survey (reproduced as Table XIV) show that, 
for each deficiency category, women are grossly deficient in 
comparison to the male population for all age groups. The 
only deviation from this trend 1s in) Vitamin © sdefictencies 
for people over 65. And yet women live longer. A_ possible 
explanation of this discrepancy is that rather than employ- 
ing self-care preventive health measures, women prefer to 
depend on institutionalized health care. And the acceptance 
of an institutionalized solution to “good health” Ystrengtn— 
ens the stereotype of women as biologically weak dependents. 
Women contribute to their visibility in a negative role by 
relying on institutional care. So we frequently hear women 
labelled "complainers" or "hypochondriacs". 


Females seem to take more advantage of health care 
facilities. Comparing percentages of the population visiting 
a dentist during 1967 (Table XV), females again were consis- 
tently over represented for all age groups. 


23. For example, The Nutrition Canada Survey, the first national 
nutrition survey conducted in Canada was not completed until 


December 1972. Note also that these statistics were compiled for 
volunteers and so do not constitute a probability sample. 
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TABLE XIV 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS WITH DEFICIENT DIETS, 
BY AGE AND SEX, 1970-72 


NUTRIENT 
Protein Iron Calcium Vit. A phen € 

O- 4 years als 23.5% 16S gE 3.2% 3.9% 
5- 9 years Oe i Pee, 14.8 5.0 2e2 
10-19 years: 

Male eee TORO) 2053 1Oe3 Page 
Female 345 40.0 34.9 25.5 4.7 
20-39 years: 

Male Le 3.0 8.6 14.3 35 
Female 9.2 Eee 19°53 24.4 5.3 
40-64 years: 

Male ee 3.5 4.4 aioe 3.4 
Female ti S10e a L728 29.6 4.2 
65+ years: 

Male Thea 4.9 ees) 23501 4.0 
Female 14.5 8.4 20 .0 Sz eck iS) 
Pregnant women Beto 24.8 Ie yer] LORo 0 

TABLE XV 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION VISITING A DENTIST DURING 1967, 
BY AGE AND SEX 


British 
Canada Atlantic Quebec Ontario Prairie Columbia 


ALL AGES 41.83 31.03 33.3% 47 .9% 46.0% 48 .5% 
0-13 years 44,5 CRS RS S13) 49.0 49.4 54.3 
14-16 years: 

Male 54.1 43.5 43.8 62.4 Dow 6920 
Female ol. 3 ot ys 46.9 69.4 TOs Jat 
17-24 years: 

Male LN ee Sle 40.1 oe Dea ean) 
Female 59.0 47.7 45.5 6375 61.9 62.8 
25-34 years: 

Male 40.9 sioiw ZO 47.5 47 .6 48 .0 
Female 47.7 42.3 See Doel DD. 55,6 
35+ years: 

Male 32.0 AUS) 24.1 B50 op) efi 
Female 2a) 2o23 22.5 40.5 34.7 56.9 


a a ee 


Source: Statistics Canada, Perspective Canada, 1974, pp. 58 and: 59). 


-32- 


Their participation INaSports andwepniystcalssactivicles 
is lower for every age group. 


FIGURE V 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATION IN 
SPORTS, AND’ PHYSICAL, ACTIVITIES, BY AGEGAND SEX, 
JANUARY-MARCH 1972 


oe 
oe 


Males 


Females 
— 60 


Male Average Pah 


Female Average 


20— te —20 


14> 15=16.-17=19) -20-24. 25-34. 35-Whe 45-546 55-64 65-69 8704 
Age Group 


Source: statistics Canada, Perspective Canada, e! 9/4. ou. 


But contrasting with these common-sense manifestations 
Of individual ill-health, life expectancy for women has been 
rising consistently over the last four decades at a signifi- 
cantly faster rate than has life expectancy for men. Suicide 
rates were Significantly lower for women than for men in 
1971 (e.g., the number of suicides by women was sien over 
1/3 the number for men: 693 as opposed to 1,866). 4 Given 
the growing recognition that accidents may be a disguised 


24, Statistics Canada, Perspective Canada (Ottawa: Information Canada, 
UA) a ea oe 
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FOLiBOtesUlCLTOC TE ENGaLaAtlO tc Stills almost...the same. In 
1971, 1,462 women were killed in motor vehicle accidents as 
opposed to 3,861 men.25 These statistics seem, on the 
SULLACe ECON TaAG let OF Van yemsCOnClLuslons, drawn, s-rom. them 
must be pure speculation since the samples are not  compar- 
able or representative and we are missing statistics for 
non-hospitalized medical care. The poor nutritional record 
juxtaposed with the apparently high value on self- 
preservation (indicated by low suicide rates) could indicate 


aujGearsconcern Lor healthecombined swith) a perception. of 


necessary dependence on the medical profession to sustain 
health. 


Effective health care depends on self-care. Nutritional 
Statistics would suggest that self-care except on an actual 
Survival level is poor. Women may account for a good _ per- 
centage of the population of which Illich speaks when he 
suggests "the medicalization of early diagnoses not only 
hampers and discourages preventative health-care but it also 
trains the patient-to-be to function in the meantime as_ an 
acolyte to his doctor. He learns to depend on the physician 
in sickness and in health. He*® turns: “Into a) life-long 
patient. 2° Or as Talcott Parsons suggests, "a _ sickness 
imposed the obligation to submit to repair service from 
dOCeOusw I ne Croce COMreELUYn VO work vate the canliest date, and 
the worker was declared impotent to get well on his own. By 
identifying the sick-role with the patient role, sickness 
has become industrialized."2/ (Emphasis added. ) Women may 
be unwitting PEOLECEOrS of "the over-industrialized" 
society--a society of adjustment. (Emphasis added. ) 

The same trend towards adjustment is suggested in- 
directly when we consider mental health statistics. Although 
the rate of female first admissions to psychiatric hospitals 
for schizophrenia and mental deficiency is slightly lower 
than fousmen, tne. rate 9~per 100,000 population of first 
admissions for neurosis is considerably higher for women. 


TS 


25. Statistics Canada, Perspective Canada, p. 38. 
Zor Wien, 2. 50. 


27. Talcott Parsons, "Illness and the Role of the Physician", 1948. 
Originally in Clyde Kluckhohn, and Henry Murray (eds.), Person- 
ality in Nature, Society and Culture (New York: Knopf, 1953) 
paraphrased in Illich, Medical Nemesis. 


2eueL lich pero 
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FIGURE VI 


PSYCHIATRIC INPATIENT FPACIDIPIES< SE LRSTeADMios PONS 
BY DIAGNOSIS, AGE AND SEX, 1971 


Rate per 100,000 population 


Rate Alcoholism!) rate Neurosis 
240 — os 240 — = 
220 — 220 = 
200 — =a Bus Females 
180 — = 160 
160 — ar ete 
0 = 140 — 
120 — — 120 — 
100 — — 100 — 

80 — == SO 

Females 

60, — xe £02 

40 — = 10 

ZO oa 20 ; 

0 a ‘ \ ' See ijl 1 \ \ ' ' ' 1 ‘ 

O=9rT 20-29 ' e043 60-69 | 80+ C=o | 20-29 | L049 6 0=6 INE OF 
10-19 30-39 50-59 70-79 10-19 30-39 50-59 70-79 
AGE GROUP AGE GROUP 


(1) Alcoholism with and without psychosis. 


sOuUrCe: Statistics Canada, Perspectives Canadas, all pepe 


Also noteworthy is the indication that the largest 
Spread occurs during the years of potential sactavity -inieene 
labour force, suggesting the intensity with which women 
“gear into” their “active” Status. Certainly neurosis is. 7a 
catch-phrase for many types of e"disorders”, but it 1s denen— 
ally accepted that neuroses are characterized by a concern 
to adjust to rather than escape from existing social 
pressures and are related to a desire “tor social moore, 
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within the existing signees” Tniseeconclusion 1s.) also 
suggested by discrepancies in alcoholism admission 
rates.39 The female role consistently rejects manifesta- 
tions of socially unacceptable behaviour. Mental disorders 
are occasioned instead by a perceived inability to fulfil 
socially acceptable roles and so to safeguard the potential 
for social mobility within the existing social structure. 


29. The classic work is A.B. Hollingshead and F.C. Redlich, Social 
Class and Mental Illness (New York: Wiley, 1958). 


30. Figure V1, p. 34. 


=o 
CONCLUSION 


The preceding statistical profile indicates that as 
more women join the labour force, the values and norms of 


dependence which legitimized the traditional nuclear), family 


are being extended to other institutions, most notably the 
institution of work. The increased representation of women 


in dependent positions in the labour force seems to support 
the Marxist prediction that “the sniddlerrclass swirl leealte: 
their individual activity patterns to confLorm wit tne, goals 
of the enterprise. 


The equality of the sexes seems to be manifested 
primarily in a redivision of society into workers and non- 
workers, regardless of age or sex.3 The influx of women 


into the labour force may therefore be sustaining economic 
class divisions but redistributing the membership within 
them on the basis of institutional panticipatlongand eeinoel 
tutional non participation. -——hisema ye suggests vicmebaulona tits 
zation Of “action towards Conftormity, and ,againsteas populariron 


distribution Of ~alternative (lafestyles: That. “vs; the 
structural organization of activities will not adequately 


reflect the possibility of alternate lifestyles. Perhaps we 
are making a quantum leap here, but if the groups’ with 
financial mobility are becoming more institutionalized to 
the exclusion of those without financial mobility and_ so 


with reduced social mobility, we may be creating a _ society 


based on a dichotomy between participants and) non=partiei— 
pants. Of course there were always participants and non- 


participants, but now the potential for non-participants: sto 
achieve participant status is being threatened. 


Previously, there was an age cut-off point and an 
expectation that everyone, unless severely disabled, would 
participate in either production or procreation eventually. 
We may instead be creating a large group of permanent/ 
institutional/non-participants, and a support group of 
order-sustaining, institutionalized pareicipants-—ctwo. mu cu 
ally exclusive groups, kept alienated by their inability to 
feel that they have any effect on their environment.32 


31. For an elaboration of this argument see Dorothy E. Smith, "Women, 
the Family and Corporate Capitalism", Stephenson, Women _ in 
Canada, Dp.. 2-35. 


32. For instance, if the increase in unemployment among young men 
continues, given that "employability" is based largely on work 
experience, members of this group could become’ chronically 
unemployable, and so barred from the traditional work/mobility 
structure to become only marginal or sporadic participants in the 
job market. This structural barrier to economic mobility could 
create alienation among members of this group which could affect 
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TER Liceefanilyeels —becomings.an. explicitly. Yeconomic/ 
PECUUCEIVe TUNnTtyerather than a procreative/productive unit; 
WillSthessolidarity Of the Laminy diminish for those: couples 
WHOeaAne=NOLsDOtheinaties works torce?) How! ewilll this affect 
EnGsdTStrubucionwotethe birtherate?) Wills fewer children be 
born to affluent parents as affluence comes to depend 
increasingly on both the wife and husband working? Are we 
CreaeIngwar Passive, “Or anarchic population of isolated 
individuals beside a conservative population whose life 
JUSELENCeblOne se part1Cipatingws ine existing institutions 
without any inclination to change them, even if change were 
obviously required because of the emergence of this isolated 
population? 


The translation of dependence ideals from the _ small 
family unit into larger institutions and the removal of the 
creative impetus from the family and work spheres may  fore- 
tell the onset of mass society unless this impetus is 
redirected to new forms either within or apart from work and 
family spheres. If this trend continues, we would perhaps 
be advised to begin planning to encourage alternative life- 
styles rather than directing the "inactive" group towards a 
Caricatured participation ideal. Because this hypothetical 
group may not have the financial mobility to realize desired 
lifestyle options, since they are excluded from the produc- 
tive and so remunerative lifestyle, welfare may have to be 
defined as the necessary financial and educational provision 


32. (continued) 


their desire or perceived ability to participate in other institu- 
tions, e.g., education ("What is the point of increasing my qual- 
ifications if no one will recognize them?") and the family ("What 
could I support a family with when I don't have a_ steady job?"). 
If this trend continues, this group could become permanent, insti- 
tutional non-participants. Conversely, of course, members of this 
group could become agents of change. But such change would require 
a change in the belief structure towards, for example, education 
for its own sake, time-off from work as leisure rather than as 
unemployment, and the family as a psychological rather than pri- 
marily economic unit. Such a change in the belief structure also 
requires a change in the opportunity structure to make such values 
viable. The "order-sustaining, institutional participants" might 
be the growing numbers of married women in clerical jobs who may 
get locked into a "dead-end" job because they come to rely on an 
augmented family income. Possibly they need this added income to 
help support an unemployed son. These suggestions are highly 
speculative, but are possibly indicative of the discrepancies 
which can emerge between belief and opportunity. 
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of a "rite of passage” into. another lirestyilceee We must 


avoid making "culture" a "State ideology" and thereby run- 
ning the risk of providing opportunities forvarsty cuot elite 
which repeats our beliefs in dependence and our consumption 
patterns. 


The tenacity of the link between production and 
economic self-sufficiency may therefore be contributing to 
high and group-selective unemployment rates, and may inhibit 
any attempts to move towards a less work-oriented society. 
"Only 1fva@ socliétyo1s, preparedsito change sthess characters sor 
its effective demands will there be opportunity for the 
economic employment of all its increasingly educated 
people."34 This will require more widespread acceptance 
of a changed style of living. As Chamberlain suggests, "The 
effect of population change is thus to pose problems for a 
new moralatyet 2 


33. This idea is introduced by Leroy Stone in "Some Principles for a 


System of Socio-Demographic Statistics", Socio- Economic Planning 
Sciences, Vol. 7, No. 6 (New York and Oxford: Pergamon Press, 


December 1973), pp. 661-680. 


34, Neil W. Chamberlain, Beyond Malthus; Population and Power 
(New York: Basic Books, 1970), p. 75. 


35. Ibid., p. 199. 


APPENDIX 


TABLE 1 


AVERAGE EARNINGS OF WOMEN AND MEN FULL-YEAR WORKERS IN 
SELECTED OCCUPATIONS FOR 1965 AND 1973, SHOWING DOLLAR GAP 
BETWEEN EARNINGS OF MEN AND WOMEN, CHANGE IN THE DOLLAR GAP 
BETWEEN 1965 AND 1973, AND ANNUAL RATE OF INCREASE 1965 TO 1973 


Year, Dollar Difference Dollar Dif- 
Between 1965 and 1973 ference Be- 
and Annual Rate of tween Men 
Occupation Increase and Women 
Managerial: 1965 |S 
NSS eS 
Dollar Difference 
1965 to 19737 |S: 4,984 6, oll oer 
Annual Rate of Increase |% 12.0 ‘oieal Aes 
Professional and 16545 4,226 » 7,602 3,376 
Technical: ES 7S ol, 170 lS, 00 57730 
Dollar Difference 
1365, €0' 197/30) 5.3,544 5,898 27354 
Annual Rate of Increase |% 7.9 7.4 
Clerical: EIG65 Pot, 265 4,713 1,450 
LOT Sano oO 8,483 2,899 
Dollar Difference 
MISS 3eOrlo 7 oS 2, oct Sear hs) 1,449 
Annual Rate of Increase |% 6.9 VES 9.0 
Sales: 1965° 15° 2,077 D207 B20 
(9iSao 3,242 Wlo,..o7 6,245 
Dollar Difference 
1965 to.1973 51/365 | 4,900 3,035 
Annual Rate of Increase |% 8.3 S.5 Sel 
Services and 1965 |S 2,099 4,120 LE IVAl 
Recreation: 1973 teas o60 | 7,796 4,428 
Dollar Difference 
H65eto 1973 tho Lp2oo 37670 2,407 
Annual Rate of Increase |% 6.1 S.3 1003 
Transportation and *1967 |S 3,495 Soyo 2,980 
Communications: LOPS Sse oe094.| 95382 4,288 
Dollar Difference 
1967 co 1973 4S: 1,599 3, S07 27208 
Annual Rate of Increase |%3 4.8 O.7 SDS) 


* 1965 figures were not available for women employed in Transportation 
and Communications. 


Sources: Statistics Canada, Income Distributions by Size in Canada, _ 1973 
(Catalogue No. 13-207) and Income Distributions by Size in 
Canada, 1965, (Catalogue No. 13-528). Calculations by National 
Health and Welfare. 
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TABLE 3 


PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN WORKING PART-TIME BY REASONS FOR 
PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT, AND BY MARITAL STATUS AND AGE 


Personal or 
Family 
Responsibilities 


Could Only 
Going to | Find Part- 
Time Work 


Did Not 
Want Full- 
Time Work |Other 


Married | 100% Beat 
Single /| 100 Hale 220 

Other 97.8 2 lod 

15-24 100 4.6 1S) 

25% 4.4 

TOTAL 


WOMEN 


Source: Calculated from Statistics Canada, The Labour Force, December 
1976 (Catalogue 71-001), Table 59. 
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FIGURE 1 


RELATIVE NUMBERS OF MEN AND WOMEN OVER AGE 64, 


194] 


FROM 1941 TO 2001 


CENSUS taser es / 


Women 


1956 197] 1986 2001 
YFAR 


Source: 


Walt Saveland, "Possible Dimensions of Canada's 
Future Population", Policy Research and Long Range 
Planning (Welfare), National Health and Welfare, 
Le ele shes 
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TABLEAU 4 


FEMMES OCCUPANT UN EMPLOI, SELON L'AGE, L'ETAT CIVIL ET LA 
PARTICIPATION A PLEIN TEMPS OU A TEMPS PARTIEL, DE 1974 A 1976 


1974 Is) 1976 


Peli. Rapport 
(000s) eM Ay Ae ys 
Céliba- 
taires 802 Sls) 
Mariées SPAS) 3,6 
Séparées, 
veuves Ou Zh 6,2 
divorcées 
TOTAL 2 364 Hod 689 742 350 
14-24 ans 774 2M DS Si) 839 Zoe Se 
2Z2o9r ans 1590 540 450 4,1 IL Sisy2 481] 4,1 
TOTAL 2 364 TS) BAU 25108 689 S58) Pap TISNB 742 Shae 
Nota: En 1976, 1'échantillonnage de l'enquéte sur la population active a été remanié pour exclure 


les travailleuses agées de 14 ans. 


Source: Statistique Canada, La ulation active, Catalogue 71-001, décembre 1976. 
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TABLEAU 2 


TAUX D'AUGMENTATION DE LA PARTICIPATTON DANS LA POPULATION ACTIVE DES MERES 
D'AVRIL 1967 A OCTOBRE 1973, 

PAR INSCRIPTION SCOLAIRE DES ENFANTS 

ET PAR REGION 


- 


Femmes avec enfants a 


Femmes avec enfants, 


~ 


Région total 1'€cole a plein temps 
seulement 
Taux 
moyen 
annuel 
d' aug- 
Avril | Octobre Avril | Octobre | menta- 
1967 1973 tion 
Canada ae. & fe os ee as 213 353 
AtHancIque™. « = 7 29 
Ouebece me. 15 29 
ONLALIO! les. so . 25 40 
PEALELCS uke «- s 23 38 
Colombie- 
Britannique. . zal 37 


Source: D'aprés les calculs faits par May Nickson dans "Working 
Participation and Child-Care Arrangements" (Non publié). 


seulement 


26 


Mothers 


Octobre 


“li 


Femmes avec enfants 
d'age préscolaire 


Canada, 


Femmes avec enfants 
d'age scolaire et 
préscolaire 


OBIE 


25 


Labour 


Bel 


Force 
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TABLEAU IV 


POPULATION ACTIVE EN EMPLOI DANS DES CATEGORIES DE PROFESSIONS ,SELON LE SEXE ET 
POURCENTAGE DE FEMMES PAR RAPPORT A L'ENSEMBLE DE LA POPULATION ACTIVE EN EMPLOI, CANADA, 1962 ET 1972 


% DE FEMMES PAR RAPPORT A 
FEMMES HOMMES L'ENSEMBLE DE LA POPULATION 
ACTIVE EN EMPLOI 


Augmen-— Augmen- Augmen- | Augmen- | Augmenta- 

Profession IRS tey og tation Caclon i LOO2 eer tation | tation 1962 WUE tion 

ae (000s) (000s) % (000s) | (000s) (000s) % % % 3 
Gestion | 65 ilaky By) 80,0 516 700 184 S570 alee 14,3 | +3) k 
Professions libérales 
et techniques 274 486 242 77,4 385 695 310 80,5 41,6 Al 2 mie, 4 
Emplois de bureau 520 oz 401 ae 310 358 48 lev 62,7 12 Oe eto 
Vente Loy 226 65 40,4 { 293 Bd 64 PANES: 35 a5 38) Gaim oro 
Services et loisirs 382 597 215 5O,o 294 413 1s: 40,5 56,5 5OeS eet, 0 
Communications Sil 35 4 259 25 35 10 40,0 55,4 193 =) 1) 
Cultivateurs et 
ouvriers agricoles 60 69 ) Sy®) 602 419 =83 -30,4 | O72 [Ay eS, 0 
Métiers, travail de 
production et 
travaux assimilés 223 306 83 Bikes Ss 1 749 437 3355 14,5 14) 9 sie 4 
Manoeuvres et travail- | 
leurs non spécialisés 16 31 5 93,8 281 321 40 Way 54 Gon lets, 4 
Autres “a as 2 = 470 486 16 3,4 = x * 
Toutes catégories 
de professions LW TSP eA TALIS) 1059 6,0 4 488 Suo33 1 045 S73 24179 33;,0) Neos 
‘s Les chiffres sont trop minimes pour étre dignes de fol. 
Source: Travail Canada, Bureau de la main-d'oeuvre féminine, Les femmes dans la Ulation vactive,. -eadltsmce données 


(edition 1973), p. 49. 
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